Cosmic Svan Summary

by Bill Copeland

Terri bl e earthquakes and
upheaval s pl ague northern India,
centered on M. Kailas, the holy
nountai n of the God Shiva. Worl dwi de
concern focuses on the death and
destruction. The governments of India

and Chi na have ordered all people to

| eave this region of the Hi mal ayas,
because of the growi ng danger. The area becones depopul ated except for a
growi ng cult, a branch of a Hindu Shiva sect, that refuses to | eave, despite
many injuries and deaths. The | eader of the sect is Kusoom a tall,
beautiful, Kashmiri woman. She hol ds her devotees spell bound with her deep
bl ue eyes.

Mark Joff, a USGS geol ogist, is
di spatched to the scene in the
Hi mal ayas by the United Nations to

determ ne the cause and scale of the

growi ng disaster. He flies into a
village near the foot of the nmountain
in a high-altitude helicopter, flown

by the Indian Air force. As he is

setting up sensors, transnmitters, and

conput er equi prment, he neets cult nenbers. Being a good scientist, he
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expl ai ns the danger and tells themthey should | eave i nmedi ately. They tel
hi m no, Kusoom has foreseen the rise of a great being fromthis Holy
Mountain of Shiva. So they will stay to protect the mountain and the great
being when it energes. It will energe soon, says Kusoom

Astronomers high atop M. Hanmilton, a couple of young graduate
students, Caroline and Jack Schwann, discover a nmoon-sized, mysterious
conet. The conmet, nanmed Schwann, noves rapidly toward the solar system The
scientific world is all excited by the prospect of studying such an unusua
object. At its core a small blue star shines that cannot be expl ained by the
ast rophysi ci sts.

As the conmet nears the earth, it
becones frightening. All comets change
their orbits by snall anmpunts due to
out gassi ng, but this one is adjusting
toline upwith the Earth's orbit. Its
seems to be acting intelligently. Is

it going to crash into the Earth? why

is it here?

Radi o astrononers di scover that
the conmet has started transmtting strong, |ow frequency radi o waves at the
Earth. Shock! A response in the same frequency starts up from beneath M.
Kail as. No one can decrypt nmessages if there are any, but calls fromthe
conet result in responses from under the nountain.

VWhen the conet communication starts, the earthquakes accel erate and
region around M. Kailas rises even nore rapidly. Tenples fall down, valleys
are filled with debris, and Kusoom s devotees | ose nore people, but they
stay and converge on the nmountain. Mark persists in his geologic
i nvestigation. He discovers that a great colum of hot material is noving up

under the mountain.
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An eruption becones certain.

Mar k goes | ooki ng for Kusoomto
reason with her, and convi nce her that
she nust | ead her followers down the
nmountain. He finds her. She is
beautiful, and captivating, but she
wisely listens to all he has to say
about the danger of the nopuntain. She

| ooks at himwi th her deep blue eyes,

and speaks. He | ooks into those

hypnotic eyes and nust listen. This is a birth process she says, and she
nmust stay to help. They will not |eave, but they will help himwth his
scientific investigations. He agrees despite |ogic, because he has fallen
deeply in love with her

Wth the help of Kusoom and her followers it becones clear to Mark
that it nust be a living being that is emerging of nonunental size and
power. He radios this information including scans to United Nations science
headquarters. He also tells of the belief in the rising of a great being.

Soon all the world knows that all of northern India and southern China
wi Il be destroyed by the giant creature as it emerges. Conferences are held
in the United Nations to determ ne what to do.

Two factions energe. One faction, |led by western powers and their
allies in western Asia, deternmine that to save the world the Iiving creature
must be killed. They devel op plans to bore into the earth and pl ace nucl ear
bonbs around the creature. The other faction is led by India, and supported
general |y by devel oping world countries, and those who believe that we nust
bow to the will of God.

The nucl ear powers begin their drilling, despite the protests. All

around the area of emergence, low |level warfare erupts as the two factions
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battl e each other. Kusoomand Mark transmit by radio their plea to | eave the
creature to be born in peace.

The debate rages in the United Nations about whether to detonate the
bonbs. Virtually every city in the world is rocked by protests, as the
Hi mal ayas are rocked by even nore nassive earthquakes, and M. Kailas rises
intact by nmeters a day for weeks.

Regul ar comuni cation is now heard between the conmet and the energing
creature beneath M. Kailas. But it is nowclear that it is no conet, but a
noon-sized life formwi th magnificent, giant di aphanous wi ngs. Naned for the
di scoverers, it is now called the Cosmc Swan. It adjusts its orbit to line
up with the Earth. It now glows in the sky for all to see. Its pale blue
star illumnates its snoke-thin wings that slowy push the magnificent
creature toward the Earth.

The nucl ear powers decide to detonate their bonmbs without agreenent
fromthe United Nations. If Kusoom and their followers wi sh to survive,

t hey nmust | eave now. They refuse. The protests turn the civilized world into
chaos.

Teans of devotees sneak up on the drill sites, and disable two of the
bonb sites. The third bonb site, however, cannot be stopped.

The Cosmic Swan cones close to the Earth. Tides respond. The
at nosphere becones turbulent. Satellites are bl own away.

The countdown starts. The Cosmic Swan flies as | ow as she can, but is
too fragile to penetrate the atnosphere, and save her offspring. The
under ground bonb detonates, throwing up rock and dust into the atnosphere.

The entire chain of the Hi mal ayas breaks apart. The injured young
Cosmic Swan struggles to free itself. As the snoke and clouds clear, M.
Kail as i s seen pushed up onto the back of the newly-born Cosm ¢ Swan. Like a

butterfly energing fromthe chrysalis, the young Cosm ¢ Swan sl ow y unfol ds
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its wings. The | ower body struggles to free itself fromthe col d nountai nous
Earth with an injured | eft w ng.

Surrounded by dust, snmoke, and cl ouds, Kusoom Mark, and thousands of
followers rush onto the mighty back of the still shuddering young Cosmc
Swan. It carries on its massive back air, rivers, plains, and nountains. The
young Cosnic Swan stretches its wings and struggles to lift off the Earth to
joinits nmother. The left wing nearly fails, but manages to hold | ong enough
to push the creature and its human cargo above the atnmosphere. The not her
flies below and lifts its offspring up into space.

Kusoom Mark, and all the
bel i evers watch as the broken Earth
slowy falls away. They start a |long
journey on the back of the young
Cosmic Swan to a new hone in a gal axy

far, far away.
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